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Selecting Congressional Office Space

Visitor’s entrance
Entrance for members and staff
Underground walkway or subway

• Built in 1965 and named after House Speaker Sam Rayburn of Texas
• 4 stories, 2 basements, 3 levels of underground garage
• Over 2 million sq. ft. of floor area; 169 three-room office suites
• Connected to Capitol by a subway with 2 subway cars 
• Amenities include a cafeteria, recording studio, post office, and gym

• Completed in 1933 and named after Speaker
  Nicholas Longworth of Ohio
• Building varies in height from 2 to 4 stories
• Less than 600,000 sq. ft. of floor area
• 251 office suites, 12 committee rooms, 1 large
  assembly room
• Connected to other House office buildings by
  underground walkways

•  Completed in 1908 and named after House Speaker
  Joe Cannon of Illinois
• 5 floors
• More than 600,000 sq. ft. of floor area
• 85 two- or three-room suites, 10 single rooms,
  23 committee rooms
• Connected to Capitol by underground walkway

U.S. Capitol
Building

Rayburn House
Office Building

Longworth House
Office Building

Cannon House
Office Building

Madison Building
Library of Congress

Jefferson Building
Library of Congress

Supreme Court
Building

Russell Senate
Office Building

Dirksen and
Hart Senate

Office Buildings
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Requesting Committee Assignments

GOV_PL_11c-1_v1.eps
CMYK
1st Proof
10-26-2007

Exclusive Committees
Members typically 

may not serve on any 
other committees.

Major Committees
Members typically serve 

on only one major 
committee.

Nonmajor Committees
Members typically serve 
on one or two nonmajor 

committees.

Standing Committees of the U.S. House of Representatives

• Agriculture

• Armed Services

• Education and Labor

• Energy and Commerce**

• Financial Services

• Foreign Affairs

• Judiciary

• Transportation and 
 Infrastructure

• Budget

• Homeland Security

• House Administration

• Natural Resources

• Oversight and 
 Government Reform

• Science and Technology

• Small Business

• Standards of 
 Official Conduct

• Veterans’ Affairs
* For Republicans, this is considered 
  an exclusive committee.

** For Democrats, this is considered 
 a major committee.

• Appropriations
This committee decides how the 
federal government sets its 
expenditures.

• Energy and Commerce*
This committee oversees opera-
tions related to public health, 
energy, and interstate and foreign 
commerce.

• Rules
This committee determines rules 
for the House to debate and vote 
on a bill.

This committee handles legislation 
related to taxes, tariffs, and 
welfare programs.

• Ways and Means
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Choosing and Working in Caucuses

The Blue Dog Coalition

The Blue Dog Coalition is a caucus in the U.S. House 
of Representatives comprised of fiscally conserva-
tive Democrats who are deeply committed to the 
financial stability and national security of the United 
States and dedicated to finding bipartisan solutions 
to the nation’s biggest challenges.

Congressional Caucus on Foster Youth

This caucus examines reforming the child welfare 
system. The current system’s primary focus is on 
families already identified as child abuse and/or 
neglect cases. In other instances, removal is not the 
only answer, and more should be done to help 
strengthen families.  The caucus’s ultimate goal is  
to reduce the number of children in care.

Congressional Bike Caucus  

This caucus seeks to provide Congressional leader-
ship in complementing the efforts of the millions of 
cyclists actively working for safer roads, more 
bikeways, convenient bike parking, and increased 
recognition of the importance of cycling for  
transportation and recreation.Congressional China Caucus

The Congressional China Caucus is a bipartisan
group of members of Congress who share a common 
interest in the emergence of China as a political, 
economic and military actor on both the regional 
and global stage. The primary purpose of the caucus 
is to educate its members on issues pertaining to 
China and Chinese interests and serve as a forum 
for discussion of such issues. This caucus seeks 
to investigate China’s global reach and the conse-
quences of its growing international, economic, and 
political influence on U.S. interests.

Congressional Diabetes Caucus

The mission of the Congressional Diabetes Caucus 
is to educate members of Congress and staff about 
diabetes and to support legislative activities that 
would improve diabetes research, education, and 
treatment. The Congressional Diabetes Caucus was 
founded in 1996 and has grown to be one of the 
largest and most influential member organizations 
on Capitol Hill.

House Tea Party Caucus

The Tea Party Caucus is issue-based in nature, 
promoting the principles of fiscal responsibility, 
limited government and a strict adherence to the 
Constitution. The Tea Party movement is synonymous 
with these principles, and members of this caucus 
are working in Congress to apply and advance them.

Congressional Travel and Tourism Caucus

The Congressional Travel and Tourism Caucus 
(CTTC) was founded in 1979, and from the very 
beginning, members of the House recognized the 
economic importance of travel and tourism within 
their communities and the vital need for a congres-
sional advocacy organization to support this multi-
faceted industry in Congress. The caucus’s mission 
is to formulate national policy that promotes travel 
to and within the United States.

House of Representatives Sustainable Energy  
and Environment Coalition

The purpose of the House of Representatives 
Sustainable Energy and Environment Coalition is to 
advance policies that promote clean energy tech-
nology innovation and domestic manufacturing, 
develop renewable energy resources, and create 
green collar jobs throughout the product supply-
chain. The coalition also seeks to advance policies 
to help arrest global warming and protect our 
nation’s clean air, water, and natural environment.
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Working on Legislation

GOV_PL_11e_v1.eps
CMYK
1st Proof
10-24-2007

Bills introduced

Bills reported from committee

Bills passed by either House or Senate

Bills passed by both House and Senate

4,695

485

592

198

Bills signed into law

4,695

485

592

198

148148

How Many Bills Become Laws
112th Congress, Second Session, 2012

Note: Data are for bills and joint resolutions.
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Protecting the Interests of the District

©John Trever, The Albuquerque Journal, and PoliticalCartoons.com
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Source: Harold W. Stanley and Richard G. Niemi, Vital Statistics on American Politics 2011-2012, Los Angeles: CQ Press, 2011.
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Source: Harold W. Stanley and Richard G. Niemi, Vital Statistics on American Politics 2011-2012, Los Angeles: CQ Press, 2011.
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